Homage: education and life lessons as taught by Dr James D. Hardy.
Dr James D. Hardy served as Chairman of the Department of Surgery at the University of Mississippi Medical Center Jackson, Mississippi, from 1955 to 1987. During his tenure, he had an unprecedented effect on the education of medical students, residents, and professionals in his field. Not only did he speak and write voluminously about medical education and the roles both teacher and student play in this interaction but also emphasized the importance of the family unit to the academic physician. This article serves to highlight Dr Hardy's thoughts about discipline, research, and personal experience as they pertain to medical education, as well as to impart some of his wisdom about life, family, and personal well-being.